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To my Worthy Þrethren, the Mi- 
nifters, that yet Conſent not in 
point of Conformity, 


Age the many ſtrange and ſad Diftempers of 


this poor Ch:rch , I think there is none of more 
ſad or ſtrange obſervatio”, than the Prodigious neglect 
of the Lords Supper. After ſeveral Eſſayes, and other 
Methods, i: my Place and Calling, nſtd teredreſs it , as 
length thefe words burſt our, as | 
If they ſeem ſomewhat warm, pray.y0#,miſtake not my 
zeal axd charity ' which o'ght te be ſo) for. ſpite or ma« 
(ice, or any evil paſſion ; though indeed, tome, while 7 


laboar tobe faithful, and 19 commend my ſe Fre every mans 


| Jonmay (averhcm from both, 


Conſcience in the ſight of God ; It isa very ſmallthing 
to be judged of you, or of mans Judgment. 

Tea, let me b bold, an1 caution you alſo (my Brethren) 
that you who have ſtood it out ſo minfully heretofore 
4z4 nſt th Independent Separation , take heed of falling 
your ſelves, and of drawing your Friends, 4nawares 
wh y'u, into the Gulf of Browniſme , by your private 
Meetings, 4z 7 private ( ommunions. 

Let me, at le»gth (if there be yet nted) perſwade you, 
70 deal like Ciriſtians, 427 honelt Men, :f not 'ike Mi- 
niſters; and when your Friends deſi.e your adt ice about 
Communicating with ws , do not intimate your diſſatis- 
faction, wh-n yow cannor ſpeak it: or ly ſolemn filence 
barden them in ſin, and te ray thim to 1h; Laws, when 


A 3 | Les 


The Fpiſtle, &c. 

Let me conjure you, if there be any regarddut to the 
King, to the State, tothe Church, zo the Laws; yea, r0 
the Command and Ordinance of Feſws Chriſt, our Lord, 
both yours ard ours, %r to the ſouls of thoſe you ſeem 

Ove , Or your own Credit , 4nd Repvtatien, d», as 
mt of your Brethren, 1 hope, have done already - 
openly , candidly , fairyfully ; and | t your Free ds, 
by yenr ſeaſonab'e advice and good example, know , that 
iris nos their conce n #0 deſpiſe or c! muy Divnities, 
and Government , or any lonzer to neg'ett their known 
duties , but rather, ſpeed:ly and h aruly to end: avour, 
in thetr places, 10 reform, thi: wh ch they complain ef, 
and to do their duty, and receive the SACRAM©NT.' 

Itis not my buſineſs to accuſe you, there is one that 
accuſes you , even Moſes; the Law without you and 
the Law within you: and that, I brar no ma' cein my 
heart againſt you, 1 bave this Teſtimony , 1 aps reaay to 
recetve the COMMUNION mw1#t/ jor. 


Farewel, 
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To the General 4ſſembly, and Church of the - Fix 


F.4 


born Which are written in heaven. . 


WY: 


His Epiſtle, you know , was written to the 
| IY Hebrews, that is the Chriſtian Fews 3 who 
woe were mix'tin their principles as well as name: 
wane? and though , Chriſtians, were ſomewhat 
Jewiſh, They ſaw a neceſſity of the Goſpel, and did pro- 
feſs ir.; bur ſeem'd to retain a ſmack of the Z aw : not 
as yet wholly purged from the 7dol of their- Tribe, the 
Jeaven of the Phariſees, the old leaven of the firſt di- 


ſpenſation, 


Beſides, they bad many friends, even the body of the 
Jewiſh party of the otber perſwaſion z and ſome of 
theſe were become their exeies for Chriſts ſake, 
and the Goſpel, and perſecuted them: for their preſent 
Conformity : So that, conſidering the perſecutions of 
their enemies, the perſwaſions of their friends, and the 
calie. Bias of their own ſomewhat legal inclinations, 
we may believe they were in 70 little danger, 

Hereupon, the Infuſtons of the Gneſfticks, who pre- 
tended to knowledge and prudence above any others, 
the bold and private whiſpers of theſe falſe reachers, 
aſſault and charm them with all Advantages: they ar 
firſt incline them to much Caution, then Stagger their 
faith, and now, they have prevailed with divers among 


them, to look back, yea to 4/4w back and forſake the 


Chriſtian Aſ*mblies, that were then as publique as the 
times would tear, | 


B Ths 


Heb 10 ut. 
&. tO V LF» 


| TheGeneral Aſſembly. 


This was the occaſion of this Medicinal Epiftle : the 
ſcope whereof is conſequently,to confirm and ſecure them 
in the Truth, the Neceſitpahid the incomparable Exce!- 
lency of the Goſpel: eſpecially againlt any Fewiſh pre- 
ienſions to the Contrary : the laſt of theſe, vis The 
excellency of the Goſpel, you have in a moſt Elegant 
and ſplendid manner, by a very particular Cellation of 
the Moſaical and Chriſttay ſtate, diſplayed in the Texs 
and Context. ; 

Firſt, He draws the ſhade and black eſtate of the 
Law ; to which as Chriſtians,they were not come, For ye 
are net come untothe mount that might not be touched ay 
burned with fire, Nor unto bla: kneſs and darkueſs and 
Tempeſt, &c. verſ. 18,19, 20, 21. 

Then he ſets by it, that which exceeds in glory, the 
Goſpel State, to which, as C*riſtians, they were come, verl, 
22,23,24, but ye are come to Monnt Sion, and antothe 
City ef the living God, ghe Heavenly Feruſalem: and to 
an innumerable Company of Angels, To the General 
Aſſembly and Church of the firſt born, and to God the 
Fudge of all, and to the Spirits of juſt mcn made per felt, 
and to Jeſus the Meaiatcr of the New Teſtament, and 10 
the bliod of ſprinkling which [peaks bett:r things than 
that of Abel. | | 

Thar part of this Notable enumeration, that is, choſen. 
out for our preſent diſconrſe, ſeems to lic as tHe Corner- 

fone, on which all the reſt, on both {ides, lean and de- 
pend: yea, 'tis marvelous to obferve , the weight and 
Emphaſis, the Apoſtle here lays upon it,and by how many: 
mighty. and glorious wotds, he endeavours to commend 
ths one and the 2 »+ thing to us; for what can'we poſ- 
fibly underſtand Þ” "4ounr Sion, but the Chriſtian 
Church £ What by the City of the living God, — che 
EE | ame 


The General Aſſembly. 


ſame Charch ? What by the Heavenly Feraſalem, bur tle 
ſame Church ſtill > and laſtly, what by rhe General Aſ- 
ſembly in the Text, bur as the Text it (elf explains it, the 
Church of the firſt born, | 

And indeed, it is the Apgſtles plain intention, by all 
this and much more, to inſtru and perſwade us , that 
our being come tothis Church, as his Phraſe is, is the Ra 
dical priviledge of Chriſtianityz and that all other 
Evangelical priviledges, are but branches or fruits. of 
this z the Sms is, by our being come to the Church of 
Chriſt, we are come to the fellowſhip of the General Af- 
ſembly of Saints on earth, and in heaven, of Myriads of 
Angels, of Jeſus the Mediatenr , and God himſelf the 
Tudpe ef all. | 

Such is the happineſs of our Chriſtian State z and I 
pray God, that none of us failing of the rrace of God, 
by the ſpringing up ef any r00t of binterneſs in #s, ſhould 
ſeem to come or fall ſhort of it. " TRAPS: ; 

Now, you knew, your Calling brethren - ye are come, ® 
that is, ye are, and ſtand admired to, ye are and con- F: 
tinue members of, ye profeſs and enjoy fellowſhip with, 
the Church of Chriſt deſcribed here, by its Nature, 
['tis an Aſſembly ] by it's quantity, ['tis general, ] by it's 
dignity, | 'tis the Church of the firſt—born ] and by it's 
ſecurity, (tis written, or inrolled in heaven] Ye are come 
—to the General Aſſembly, and Church of the firſt-born 
which is written or anrolled in heaven, 

And hither we come, «and ſhall procced in Order : 
firſt conſidering the Thurch in the Nature of it, as it is 
an Aſſembly. 


He word, *Ex:anriz, is ſuppoſedly ſome, to admit r1- Nature of 
eleven different ſignifica* > in Scripture; yer *b< Church. | 
B 2 they 


P/al. 2.6. 
Aﬀt.199 32. 


1 Cor. T,1. 


T he General Aſſembly, 
they all conſent in this one Generaligxpreſſion of an 
Aſſembly. it therefore affords us the common and not 
the ſpecial or diſtinguiſhing #atwre of the Church, 

Yet, though we might reckon many more ſorts of 
Churches or aſſemblies differened, by their Author,Sub- 
jeRs,qualities, ends, &c. Yet, I conceive they may be 
all reduced, as to. our preſent diſcourſe, to theſe three. 
I. There is an Aſſembly that is ſinful, called by the 
Pſalmiſft, a Congregation of :il aoers, the Divels Chap- 
pel, and the Synagogue of Satan. 2. There is an Aﬀlem- 
bly Civil, or a Church of 47, gathered together for 
Publick and Civil oEeations. 3. Laſtly, there is a Sacred 
Church, a Holy Convocation, the Church of God ; Such 
is the Aſſembly inthe Text, 

1, Here we may Note, *tis an Aſſembly, not a Rab- 
ble a confuſed and turbulent meeting of angovern'd per- 
ſons, upon their own heads bur an Aſſembl;, that is a 
Congregation, that is allo a Convocation; Warranted by 
a juſt and a Regular Calling. ' Eccleſia (ſaith S. Auguſtine) 
ex vocatione appeliata eſt. It were ealle to make it evi- 
dent that profain Authours, as well as Sacred and Eccle- 
fiaftical, do place this call in the very definition of the 
Church ; & proprie Catum aliquem 4 ſuperiori aliquo 
Convocatum in finem politicum we! Eccleſiaſticum de- 


n0:at. Yea the Charch and the called are Synonimous 


terms, generally in Scripture, 
Let all Aſſemblies look to their Calling. and if the 
Magiſtrate allows them not, let them be fure of the 


word of God, otherwiſe, we fear who will claim them. 


2, Ir is an Aſſembly, that is Habitualy, not always 


Atty fo, much leſs alrogether in one and the ſame - | - 


place, the root of Fe Hebrew,indeed (ignifies Congregare, 
and the Church, ell enough is termed a Congregation ; 
. | but 
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T he General Aſſembly, 
but we muſt aggefarily underſtand it to be fo in the 
firſt a only, notthe Seconds *Tis ſo in its firſt conſtt- 


zution, preparation, diſpoſitign, not alwayes in the ex-. 


erciſe of AfFua! Fellowſhipand Communion. Indeed, 
the Nature of the Church is rather a SOCIETY or 4 
COMMUNITY than a Communion: *Tisa Community 
in order to Afual Communion, but Actual Commu- 
nion is rather the formal Ationthan the true Nature of 
the Church : for if it wer*> not fo - there would be no 


' Church, when there is no aF#al Aſſembling together, 


and the diſmiſiing the Congregation would be the dif- 
ſelviag and the deftruQion of the Church. Beſides, the 
General Aſſembly or the Holy Catholick Church, which 
cannot thus actually meet together, would be zo Church 
at all. 

Yer, we mult note , that the very Nature of the 


Church ſuppoſetrh fellowſhip and Communion of Saints, 


andconſequently , expects and requires it, as occaſion 
offers, from ali that profeſs themſelves Members of it. 
3. Laſtly, This Aſſembly, as it is an habitual, ſo ir 
is a ſet and fixed Society of Chriſtians : not a ſtolen or 
ſnatcht er occaſional meeting : bur a ſer and fix'd Socie- 
ty, whereby it is rendered viſible and known to the 
world, Hereby , it was known what Sr. Paul meant, 
when he wrote his Epiſtles to the Churches of Rome, 
Corinth, Epheſus, Galatia, &c. Becauſe they were fix'd 
and conſtant, and open in the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 


in the ſame eſtabliſh't Aſſembly, 


It is the ſhame of our Churches, eſpecially in Ci- 


ties, that our Congregations are certain only in our P4- 
riſhes, and our Churches diſlinguiſh'd only by ourſlouſes 
and Cohabiration, Our CongregaÞ '5 being as fluent 

Lon. gud as Water, ming- 
ling 


6 


The D feu'nton 
of the Church, 


| Diſliaflion, 


 TheGeneral Aſſembly, 
ling and confounding themſelves one with another, 
where indeed we have thefame pltte', but ſeldome or 


never the ſame company, . Many perſons, when they go 
out of thcir Honſes , they are ſcarce reſolved to whar 


Church they ſhall go,, but are exfily diſpoſed to be car- 1 


ried bythe winde of Nevelry or Party to any other Con- 
gregation rather than their own, | 7 

Now .if we refle&t upon what hath been obſerved of 
the Natnre of the Church , we may gather ſomethin 


of the definition of ir, It is, as you heard , a fix'd So- 


ciety of perſons called, Supply the terms of this Call, 
Viz. from what, andto what theſe perfons are called,and 
the D:fnirion of the'Church of Chriſt may be this. 
The Church of Chriſt is a fix a Society of perſons cal- 
led out of the world to the worſhip of the true God, 
Again; by diſtinguiſhing theſe terms , the World and 
th: Worſhip of God: (the World, as the world of 1n- 


' fideltth, and the world of Tmpiery: The Worſhip of + 
God, as external, by Ordinances , and internal, bys .* 


Graces;) you have the Church in its uſual diſtinfion , as 
viſible and inviſible: For, | | 
The wile Church is nothing elſe , but a company 


- called out , or ſevered from the world of Infidels to 


. -fible, as a part ina 


worſhip Godin his exzernal Ordinances:and the Church 
invikble, is a company called out, or ſevered from the 
world of-wicked and impious men to porſhip God in [pi- 
74t and irith,. | 


Bur, ſceing thoſe that worſhip God in ſpirit and. 
trutb, do alſo worſhip bim with external worſhip ; and 
__thoſethat believe whzhe heart, doallo confeſs withthe 


mourhy the Church-#nwifble is found inthe Church v7- 
c whole; Ind this diſtinf40n is juſtly 


rejetted ; ar leatibbn 
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: ; ' The General Aſſembly. 


very judicious and learned? Divines, However ir 


cannot be found in this Text, where, doubtleſs , both 
the Members of ir are held and (ignified by chis Afem- 


bly, eſpecially as GereralF*and the General Aſſembly, 


which conſideration of the Church now offers 1x ſelf. 


F Avinz ſpoken ſomewhat of the Nature of thechuch as Cx 
'2 Church as it's an Aſſembly, we crave your pati-#oick. 


ence to take ſome meaſureot the quantity of it trom the 
word GENERAL, The Church is here called z22n1 v4; 
Omnis Ce115,the whole Company, or General Aſſembly, 
upon which | conceive, we may fafely ground our be-, 
lief of the Cath-lick or Univerſal Church 

' Yea, in this general affeRionof the Church, do we 


not finde ſomething ſpecial, ſomething diſtinguithing 


this, from all other Afſemblies : certainly, there is zo 
Aſſembly lo general, this is empinatically the general Af- 
Lſembly 3; being confined to no rime, to n9 place, tono 
fort of people: taking in Gods people in at ages, fpread- 
ing ir {elt (by the Goſpel)over all Kindreds,and Tongues, 
and People, and Nations upon earth ; having its Head, 


anJ ren thouſand times ten thouſand of its cYembers in 
Heaven, an great multitudes under the Ear: itfclt. 


For, though the Sonls of the Saints are ſevered. from 
their Bodies by Death, yet in ſpight of Degih aa Hell ir 
ſelf, both their Sas and their Bodteg are Lag@ver united 
to Chriſt and the Church ; for they dye in:Fhe Lord, and 
fleep in Feſws, Rs | = + 

» Tis true,. the word Cathol que ( W- Fathers again(t 
the Novatians acknowledge was Wuſed by the 4po- 


 ftes, nor applied to the Cherch ildiage time oftF1hem; © F 
-- and then, ſometimes. in one ſe 


nfe Fand ſometimes in 
Stour own obſerves: 
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The General Aſſembly. 


Yetas in the caſe of particular Churches the diſtin- 


Eien of Par ſhes was made long after ; yer the ground 


O 


and reaſon of this diſtin&tisn , and of Parochial Chyr- 
ches , or particular Congregations determined by Co- 
hatitat'on, is moſt evidentin the Scripture , where the 
ſeveral Churches bear the names of their ſeveral Cirres, 
So, though the word Cathelich was applied'to the 


Church, ſometime after ; yet the grovn4 of this ap- 


plication of it, is very apparent, as in ſeveral other pla- 
ces; ſo particularly in the Text before us : for where 
che thing in truth is found, 4t may fairly claim that name, 
as it only ſignifies rhat rh'ng.' Now by Carhol ck Charch, 
we mean only the Yniverſal Body of Chrift , contain- 


ing all -prr/calay Members and Churches of Chriſt 


within it, and conſiſting of them : and this Univerſal 
Body-we findin the General Aſſembly in the Text,where- 


in we may therefore believe tbe Cathol ck Church, 


Fre we cannot. but obſcrve the Unity of the 
| Church ; for if it be 1h General Aſſem'ly. it can 
be but one. There are indeed many p#rticulzr Chri- 
ſtians, and many particular Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 
commonly called particular Churches { but all theſe are 
knit and united together, (as many Sheep in one Fold, 
and many Companies in one C'ty, and many Cites in 


one Kingdom) in one common aggregat:ve Body , this 


great Univerſal Individunm , the Catholick Church or 


z Cor, 12420- General Aſſembly, There are many Members 9 but one 


Col. z. 19. 


Ged. Here is, firſt to be obſerved , the Ch17ch in its 


Boay, | 
Holding tht head (ſaith the Apoſtle) from w'ich all 
the brdy by joyats and baypds having niurthhm ni mnt 
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fired and knit togethir, increaſ-th w ih the rncrraſe of { 
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The General Aſſembly, 
Head and all the Body : then the #nion of this Church, 
which is double ; betwixt the Head and all the Body, and 
berwixt the members of all the body among themlclves : 
Again, here is a twofold effed# of this double «nin, of 
the union betwixt the Head and the Body, the effect is, 
N. uiſhment Miniſtred : and ofthe #nioz among the mem- 
bers and parts of this body, is, increaſe, or growth in 
grace: Here is, laſtly, the means of all this, viz. Foynts 


and Bands; by which the members are all knit into . 


ene body,-and nouriſhed and increaſed. 


Bur, what are thoſe happy Foynts and Bands ? *tis The Bands of 
worth our enquiry, ſeeing the #»ity and conſequently, 


the' proſperity of the whole body depends upon them 3 
the 4poſtle hath notably deſcribed them, in that famous 
Eulogy of the Primitive Chriſtians z who, I think, were 
the Charch of the firft-born, and the ſmall thing or infane 


of this General-aſſemblyz they (ſaith he) Continued fted- 48. :. ar. 


faſtly in the Apoſtles Doftrine and fellowſhip, and in 
breaking ef Bread, and of prayers; {o that, profeſſion 
of the ſame faith and Communion in the ſame Worſhip, 
are theſe happy Foynts and Bands, by which al{ Chri- 
ſtians ſtand united in one body : and this bleſſed unity is 
maintained onely by continuing ſtedfaſtly in them 3 a 


continuing ſtedfaſtly in the fellowſhip of the Apoſtolical 


* Primitive Ded#rine,Sacraments and Prayers , continues 


the being and unity of the one Holy Catholick and Apoſts- 
lick Charch, to the end of the world. 

Tne Apoſtle S. Paul is ſomewhat more particular : 
he ſecms to prove that we are one bo4y, becauſe we are 


one Spirit : and both theſe, becauſe we have one Lord, FI Fo 


one Faith, one hope, one Baptiſm. 


One Lord, we being all SabjefFs under one Prince, 


Law, and Government, we are thus one Kingdom , one 
; People, 


b& 


oF 


o : The General Aſſembly. 

People, one Church : the ſumm of which Law we have 
in the Decalogue or ten Commandments; one Faith, 
z, e. profeſſing the ſame Scriptures, Articles, and Funda- 
mentals, the ſum of which we have in the Apoſtles 
Creed ; One Hope in the ſame promiſes, and of the ſame 
happineſs; one Baptiſm, thatis (by a figure, a part of 
worſhip pur for the whole ) we have but one and the 
1 Cor.12.13- ſanie way » of worſhiping God : We are all Baptized - 
| Cor.x.1, #149 one body, all in every place call upon the Name of the 
' Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and though we are many particular 
1C07.10.16,17, Chriſtians and Churches, yet we arcall oze bread, and 

one body ; for we are all partak:r5 of that one bread, 

But, becauſe a perſon may ſecretly abjure the King- - 
dom of Chriſt, and Apoſtatize from his Lord and reject 
all hope in him, and yet the world-nor the Church :: 
fuſpe&t it 3 Moreover, ſeeing we expreſly own Chriſt - 
to be owr Lord, and our hoje in him as our Saviour, by 
faith and Worſhip; our Union with Chriſt and the 

" Church, is ſaid to be held onely by two Bands: Faith 
and Worſhip, oe | | 

Again, for as much as we have ſeldom occaſion to 
profeſs our Faith, but in the means of the Pablick Wor - 
ſhip: eſpecially, ſeeing the very Nature of the Church 
is an aſſembly; but chiefly , conſidering the Yiſible 
Church appears ſuch only art leaſt ordinarily, by her ſer, 
Conſtant and viſible Aſſembliesz the Apoſtle reduceth 

Heb, 10.25 the whole matter, to this ove point, Not forſaking the 
afcembling of our ſelves together, ons 

Yet, once more, becauſe the word of che Goſpel is to . 
be preach'd to all nations : and men as ſuch,though they 
be not Chriſtians, or of the Church,are Naturally bound 

-to the duty of prayer; and becauſe ſome do hence con- - 
clude, though very abſurdly , chat Set and aſs 
| | -0M- » 
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Communion in the word and prayer, is 0 part of the 
Note of the Church of God ; It may not be thouzhr un- 
reaſonable, to make the #274,o, a little ſtrifter, and in 
our azz at leaſt, to lay molt w:ight, upon the reception 
of the Lords Supper, 4 

This is certainly the ſpecial band of #»ion and fellow- 
ſhip betwixt us, and Chriſt, and che Church z the other 
Ordinances, the Word and Prayer, do even attend this 
Sacrament: Breaking of Bread, was the Apoſtolical Fel- 
lowſhip in the Primitive Church, every Lords Day : and 
as if this were the Sum Toral of al Worſhip, all Li- 
zurgies ſeem to be compiled chiefly :2 order to it : this 


Ordinance; therefore is exprefly known by the name of ” 


 theCommun'on, and I could heartily with , that many, 
that attend our Prayers and Sermons, do not hence con- 
clude they are yet wore of us , they have no Church- 
Fellowſhip or Communion with us, becauſe they refuſe 
to'Communicate with ns in the Lords Supper, 
 - My matter i5 now fitted, I hope, for a very ſerious ap - 
plication to which I haſten, as my great aim. . 


Doubt nor, bur you all remember, what joy and en- 
I couragemenmr the context offer'd us, to Come unts, to 
Toya with, and continue in the Fellowſhip of the Caurch 
of GoJ ; For w2 thus come to the General aſſembly ; we 
have Communion with ovr own Church, and with all in 
every place that Worſhip God, and at all times too: wich 
Adam and Abel, with Abrahams, Iſaac and Facob,z with 
Noah, Daniel and Fob; with all: the Patriarchs, Confeſ- 
ſors and Fathers: rhe glorious .company of the Apo- 
files, the goodly tellowthip of the Prephers, the Noble 
&rmy of Martyrs, and the holy Church throughout all the 
Wald, Yea thus, you _ inthe holy Hil, Moyne Sion, 


2 the 


Ap-lication 
Gene:al, 


C ap. &-1. 
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the zew and heavenly Fernſalem ; where, even in- this 
life you bave fellowſhip. with Myriads of Angels, who 
haie the charge of you 3 where you have fellowſhip 
with 7eſus Chriſt as Med:atoar, and all the virtues of the 
blood of ſprinkling : and thereby alſo, in the pardox and 
favour and preſence and gloryof God himſelf the Fade: 
ef all. - 

Who would not cover, who would not ftedfaftly con- 
tinue in, and carefully improve fuch a ſociety, where 
ſuch are priviledges of every member and ſuch honour 
have all it's Saints. 

Lt us then, hold faſt the profeſſion ef our fa'th with- 
out wavering; when the bleſſed Apoſtle preach't this 
Dodrine,this was the uſe he made of it: Secing we are 
all come to this General Afſcmbly, let us never depart 
from it: never forſake rhe Aſsembling our ſelves toge- 
ther as the manner of ſome is, Th, in the Apoſtles ſenſe, 
is not only to let looſe, but to let go the profeſſion of our 
faith : ye have heard of the excellent unity of this Gene- 


| ral Aſs:mbly, tremble to think of breaking it ; ye have 
| heard of the glorious advantages of all that come to it, 


and have true and ſincere fellowſhip with ir, let us 
_—_— fear leaſt any of us ſhould apy fall ſhort of 
them. 

The Apoſtle ſpeaks bitterly, ſo: fome would expreſs 
it : Mark thoſe, ſaith he, that cauſe diviſsons and offences, 
and «y3id them: he uſerh a hard ( ſome perphaps would 
think ic a railing) word &4;xweoe, it {ignifies diſlen- 
tion cauſing Schifm or Separation, yea Sedition.and Fa- 
Qion, whereby they. greatly Scandalize, wound and di- 
vide the Church: therefore the Apoſtle chargeth the 
Church with ſome heat, that they ſhould mark 
ſuch and avoid them : that they ſhould mark therp, as 

men 
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men do a Rock at Sea, that they may avoid rvine and 
;pwrack, | 

There are two degrees of Schiſme : The firſt is a rewr- 
ing and dividing in the Church : *Tis againſt this the 
Apeſtles indignation ariſeth, as you have heard : this, 
therefore, doubrleſs, in his opinion, whatever favour We 
have for it, was a very great lin : but the other is a rent- 
ing our ſelves, or others fi oz the Church. And' this 1s 
ſo great anevil, that 'tis both ſin and puniſhment ; "tis 
its own guilt, ſ-ntence, and execution. 


If werent our ſelves from the Body » how do we extra Fuſs 
hold the Head > If we departfrcm the Church where 4» 7ula Salk.” 


ſhall we finde ſalvation > and what is it to draw back, 
but todraw back unto perdition > Pardon my p/'ainneſs, 
cenſure not my charity ; for I only repeat the Apoſtles - 
Argumezts, which he once uſed upon the ſame exhor- 
' ration : they are theſe and ſuch like. To forſake the aſ- 


ſembling of our ſelves together, is to deſpiſe the Gol- xs. 6. 


pel, is to ſhame and cyucifie Chriſt, is to prophane his 


Blood, and ren and tear his Sacred ' Body; and if thoſe Heb. xo. 2 5: 
that deſp ſed Moſes Law , died without mercy , of how ©23% 


much ſorer puniſhment ſha!l thiſe be thought wor thy > to 
forſake the aſſembling cur ſelves together , is by the A- 
poſtles interpretation a ſinnirg w fully: and it we ih 
wilfully, by the Apoſtles Argument , there remains no 
more ſacrifice tor fin : and what then remains (1 fear to 
ſpeak it) a certain frarful locking for of Fulgement and 


fiery indignation thar ſhall devour the adverſaries 3 for Heb. 2: 3. - 


| how ſhall they eſcape that negle& (the means) of ſo®® 
reat (a'vation? wy 
If there be therefore any Con ſs/ation in Chriſt [to be 
expedcd in his Church and Ord'nances , if any comfort 
of /.vs among Brethren] If any. felowſhip rf rhe. Spi- 


rt, 


T4 


Anſw. 


The General Aſſembly. 
rit, [in the Aſſemblies of Gods people] if any bow. ls of 
mercies[ towards your &©w1 and others ſouls, towards ws 
that watch for them , towards this divided, diſtreſſed, 
calamitous Chnrch of England, and the General Aſſem 


bly] Remember ye are Subjeits of the ſame Kingdom, 


ye are Children of the ſame Houſe , Partners in thc 
ſame Fellowſhip, Members of the ſame Body , and that 
ye have all theſe Relations only , or chictly , in order to 
Communion : let this minde then be in you, and rejoyce 
inthe gates of Sien,co-habit inthe Courts of Gods Houſe, 
and with one arcord, and one minde, preſerve the Uni- 
ty of the Church, and ſave your ſelves from this unto- 
ward Generation , dreading to make the lealt breach 
whena Torrent of Popery or Trreligion threatens daily 
to break in upon us. 

So ſad a proſpet# is in my eyc , that were my words 
Spirit and Life, or had I the Tongue of Men and Angels ; 
could I utter power and effeds, or pronounce a fiat like 
to Gods - I ſay, if our diviſions continue or increaſe, ſo 
black aproſpe& is in my eye (that pretend not to ſee a- 


far off) thatIſhould imploy all my frexgth and Orato- 


ry here , to adviſe and perſwade you all , to Worſhip 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Unzty and fellowſhip of his 


Church, 


TD Ut why ſo earneſt? eſpecially with # > we could 
B not hear your reproof, did not our .preſence con- 
fute it> or receive this counſel, but by ſhewing we need 
it ot :- do tit we attend the Word and Prayer > do we 
forſake the General Afembly ? - 

- Sofar you have run well; yet you muſt be remem- 


| bred (I am forry you muſt ) that the Apoftles fellowſhip 
conlifted nor only in Dodrine and Prayers , but in 


BREA Ke 
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BREAKING OF BREAD. "Tis ſad, that the Comma- —_— 


ion ſhouldbe the great matter of our D#viſ6on : bur 
the Text and our preſent condition aflureus, that by 
BREAKING of Bread we may be ONE BODY 
azain : and now you may {ce my MARK, 

Threechings, eſpecially, give life and vigor to an Ar- 
gument ; the ſeaſonableneſs of ir, the neceſſity of it, and 
the capacity or diſpofition of the perſons to whom ir is 
ad 'reſſed : and do not all theſe conſpire to quicken a 
moſt earneſt application to you in this point of the $4- 
crament? 


x. For the Seaſon, ſuch a diſcourſe is never miſ” timed, 


where the Communion is {0 frequently adminiltred z be- 
ſides, its monthly courſe is now at hand : buy, alas, ex- 
peQing a/lender appearance, with ſadneſs enough, un- 
becoming ſucha feaſt , asitis wont to do, 


2, Therefore, the neceſſity of ſuch an Argument, is 


t00 too evident 3 yet it is not without its advantaze ; 


for herein I need not ſhoot at Rovers , as in other mat- - 


_ ters: I have the Mark before me, and I am ſure to hit 


it, I am to reaſon with perſons, andto endeavour to - 
perſwade thoſe very perſons , to prattife a duty of great . 


moment, who have faaly and loug neglefed the ſame 

duty : I wiſh there be not hundreds of ſuch in my eye. - 
3. Yet, of your cap4city and well diſpoſedneſs to re- 

ceive fatisfaftion | cannot doubt : I know you are not of 


the fierce and giddy, but you are of the moderate part. 


of the City , in whom there is bur little or nothing want- 


ing, to make you 7ztire, and la king nothing, in the fel- - 


lowſhip-.of the Church, excepting only this ove thing 
nec: ſary, the receiving the Lords Supper : You are wil- 


4 edi- 


ling already, and I truſt, that with alittle perſwaſion and + 
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meditation, and Gods bleſſing upon them, you will be 


obedient in all thirgs, 


Th.s, I have much encouragement to procced , but 


alas, wherewichal ſhall I per(wade ? 


1. ARE YOU NOT CHRISTIANS > are you 
nor bound by the facred Vow-of your /nfan:y, that 
Bond of God upon your $9:1> are you not bound to 
obey your Lord, and to renounce all carnal and ſpiritual 
temptations tothe contrary > or is not the command of 
our Lord, again and again, Do thi , dothis in remen.- 
brance of me? hathhe ſpoken any thing more plainly ? 


or commanded any thing ſo expreſly> ſhew it if you 


' can; I mean, touching his ourward worſhip. 


Marth, 22. 7, 


What is the matter then ? is there no fear of his 
command, who ſaith, Dothis ? no: lev: to his Perſon, 
who ſaith, do it in remembrance of me? is there no 
faith left in his Promiſes and Preſence annex'd-to his 
Worſhip and Ordinance? is there no more conſcience of 
duty > no more comfort in performing it, or 4anger-in 
negleing it2 Conſider, I beſeech you, that the Lord 


.of the. Feaſt was as truly provoked (as appears-in the 


ftory) by the omrſion and the ſlight excuſes of thoſe thar 
were invited to his Supper, as by the wnpreparedneſs of 
him that came without a Wedding Garment, and a whole 
Eity , for-contriving to depiſe the gracious invitation and 
Feaſt of the-Goſpel, was made as Sodom , and like un- 


to Gomorrah, 


Certainly, the Body and Bivod of Chriſt is the provi- 
fion-of the Goſpel Feaſt 3 and this is, eſpecially / rved 


up, inthat Ordinapce which is called the Communion of 


his Body and Blood, andthe Lords Supper. - 
2, ARE 


OT TASTE 
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2, .RE YOU NOT MEMBERS OF THE 
| CHURCH of Chriſt , wherein you con- 
ftavily hear his wordand commanis > yea, doyou nor, 
by your daily profeſſion, do you not ſay , you will obey 
him? you £»ow the Law as you are Chriſtians , you «ce 
knowledge your Allegiance, and promiſe obedtence by 
the prof ſion of the Church, of which you are mem- 
bers: you know your Maſters will, and ſay you will 48 
it » but is it doe? you ſay, Lord Lord, but deſpiſe his 
Communion : youcry the Temple of the Lord, the Temw- 


ple of the Lord, but refuſe Fellowſhip with its Aſsemblys, 
Indeed it is not plain Rebell:0n, but here is D:ſobedtence 


with the witneſs, and the horrid aggravation of Hy- 
pocrifie. . | 
Beſides, the very nature of the Church of which you 
arc members, is, as you have heard, an Aſsembly , and. 
a Society : Now the dire& and immediate expreſsi0n 
of a Society, is communion and fellowſhip : and you 
know, that Communion in th# ord1nance , is moſt fig- 
nally and expreſly the Communion of the Church : nei- 
ther, laſtly, can it be denied, that by Communion with 
the Church, eſpecially in ;hi ordinance , we have com- 
munion alſo with Chriſt himſelf in all the ben«firs of his 
Body and Blood. 
Conſequently, by nor communicating with the 
Church inth& orc inance , we do ſo far want commun'- 
0n with Chriſt; we doſo far divide from the Churchof 
Chrift, and blot our the Mark, I mean, the moſt - v'dent 
charaRer of our own Church- Member-ſhip , allowing 
our ſelves r00 in that very fin , we ſo much pretend to 
abhor; (1 muſt be plain and ſpeak out) the fin of 
Schiſm, 
| D For 
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For whart is Sch ſm” , buta break vg the fellowſhp | 
of the Church without” juſ# Carſe ? *ris total , when © 
men r'nounce it wholly: but , doubtleſs, *tis ſo in a 
very great part, when we deny to communicate wirh ic 
in that moft ſignal mean of communion with it, the 
Lords Super, Yea, let it be ſeriouſly and ſadly con- 
ſidcred, if you, as | fear too many do; I ſay, it you 
1efuſe our Commun'on , becauſe you would not joyn 
with the Church, (whatever otherwaies you do a7 ually 
joyn withus, yer) in your own Intention, you are not 
only guilty of a Schiſme. with reſpe&, to that partics- 
lar Congregation, to which you belong,. but (our fel- . 


 lowſhip with a particular Church, being the meas and * 


Bond, by which we have Communion with the Church 
Univerſal ) you thus alſo ſeparare from the Catholick: * 
Church, and General Afembly, | | 


I] Aſtly, Let me' ſpeak unto you as unto wiſe men, ani 
, Fudze 1ewhatTſy; and what is that which may 
perſwalea PRUDENT man to go ON , but that he 
hath BEGUN well : and that there is no OTHER 
WAY for him: that, what'is behtnge , is regular to 
his OW N PRINCIPLES of Right and Juſtice: and 
that his proceeding may greatly a1vantage both hims- 
ſelf and his generation. 

If al theſe fail, I know not with what Arguments I 
ſhould deal with you : bur 1 cannot but hope better 
things, would you wiſely conſider, that it is your own 
Caſe, that is ſirengthned with all the particulars men- 
tioned. | ES 

1, You have begun well - neither can it harbour in a 
fober thought, that you are not already embodicd with 

| us, 
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us, or no Members of the Church of England * *tis ac- 

knowledged but now, that your own inten:ons to lepa- 

rate from ns , do make you gu {ty of ſeparat'ox in your 

own minde , and intention 3 bur you may be guilty of 
tar ſin, both in inten110n, and affedtion, that you never ' 
yer atFnally committed - a Miſtake in your (elves, 

cannot make that et to be , which really is: neither 

doth your abſtaining from this one Ordinince , nillific 

. your Communion with us, inthe ref, or your wiſ#ble 

Church- Membe' ſhip with us. Thonghts cannot word the 

natural effe& of Ations. 


You were at firſt, Baptied into one Body with w,* © 1% 13) 


and tis far from you, to renounce that Baptiſm : by your 
means , your childrey allo, are ſtill preſented to God 
and our Church, in the ſame Ordinance, and are Ba- 
ptized as you were, You joyn with our Prayers , and 
conſtantly hear our Sermons , and attend upon our 
Publick Aſſemblies ; and indeed , in a great part you 
z4ke themup 3 only, you fail to complear all , by re- 
ceiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supp*r, Bur do 
you abſtain from th , leſt you ſhould joyn with a 


wicke1 people ? how thina cheat would you pur upon _ 


your ſelves? for Gods ſake, the Churches ſake z yea for 
your own Cred:t and Reputation , beguile not your 
ſelves into ſo many miſchirfs , upon ſo weak a ſhift, 
upon 20 ground at a'l: ye have done well, in allthe 
reſt, and you have the ſame re ſon to receive the S4- 
crament, Preceed, proceed like wife men, to perfet? 
what you have ſo well begun, ſo far ingaged in. Go on 
and proſper : For, | 
2, There ts 20 other way for you. God himſelf 
hach hedged up your way : he commands you to do 
| D 2 this 
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thi alſo: be threatezs, if you turn aſide, or draw back : 


you have the encouragement of his many promiſes to 
p rfed# holineſs through the fear of God, and the Saints 
in all ages, that have gone to heaven the ſame way, as 
a cloud of wines, (as in the Grecian Games) are 
round about you, and leave no other way open to you, 
bur the race that is ſer before you. 

The /aw of man alſo, obligeth and tyes you hard to 


this duty , it hath made ſpecial proviſzon in this caſe: it 


ſeverely threatens your negle& and diſobedience in this 
kinde, If you have not felt the force of this Law, do. 
not think the Law is weak and feeble : do not mil-inter- 
pret the faveur, and patience, or long-ſeffering of your 
Rulers , to turn their gr-ce into w#»tonne'ſs; both the 
Canon Law , and the Statute Law , the Laws of the 
Church, and of the Land, direfly require you to re- 
cetve this Sacrament , at leaſt three times a year : and 
the PRO ON , if you do not (and cannot give _ 
good reaſon omiſhon) I need not tell you, is ve- 
ry / verein th&, as in ſome other ſpecial caſes, 
Perhaps, you heped that theſe Laws would have been 
repealed, or have hadtheir force abated z but in wvazy : 
if you are wiſe and prudent, you now know '*tis tn v4in 
to hopeir. Perhaps, the fear of the Laws (you beſt 
know your own hearts ) hath been ſs far ſanified ro you 
as to work you to comply ſo far as you do; bur you 
muſt know (I ſpeak to wiſe men) that unleſs you rake 
one ſtep farther, and receive the Sacrament , your la- 
bour and defizr is ſo far left ; you. are ſti!l in the ſame + 
danger, and the ſeverity of the Law is ſtill againft you ; 
and without this one thing more. , which is therefore, | 
your ſafety , as well as your duty, no other wiy can 


| poſ- : 
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poſſibly be found, by the wit of man ( asthings now afe) 
t0 eſcape it, Yea, | 

Indeed, you have Jefi no other way for your 
ſelves : ye are Come 10 the General Aſſembly , ye are 
got many ſtages beyond others : theſe ye have left be- 
hind you 3 theſe ye have /off, Now , if you proceed 
not, and receive the Sacrament with us, you are 
ſhort of we, and the Law; ye looſe your labour and your 
elves, 
/ Whar then remains , but that you haſten onward, 
to 4, that are before youz who have both our 
Arms ready to receive and imbrace you : to Feſus 
Cbrift in thi bleſſed Ordinance , who invites, and pre- 
pares,and expetts you: and the blood of ſprinkling which 
ſpeaks berter things. 


3. JS not the matter to which I perſwade you; 

| allo to your own principles ? and 
the DodFrine you have received ? or is there in- 
deed, any Solid reaſon, either from withour or 
from within you, why you fhould nor Communicate - 
with us? your ſelves being Fdzes, all that can be pre- 
rended againft it, is either, the Corraption of the Wor- 
ſhip or the Worſhippers: let me beſeech you to wergh 
them both, in their whole ſtrength with your. own | 
reaſon ; look upon them in your- own light, and I 
doubt not to pronounce, you: will be aſhamed of them - 
both, | | 

1. All that is excepted againſt , in the Worſbip or 
Adminiſtration, ( as a Bar-to your receiving ) 1s, that 
kneeling is required : but for ſuch a ſhadow, what wiſe- 
man would looſe the Subſtance ? you know, rhat the 


geſture . 


2.2 
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zeftare in it ſelf is (awf#l and reverent,, and what rea- 
ſon can be given, why we ſhould not obey Authore- 
by worſtippims God, aftcr a /ewf4l and reverent 
manner 2 | 
Yea, conſider, have you not learned, that the Second 
Commandment, requifes an obſervance ot all the moral 
afid phſtive worſhip of God z and doth as well require, 
thar we ſhould bow down and worſhip the rrne God, in 
his own ordinances, as forbid the worſhipping and bew- 
ing down to 1dels> Certainly, here 15 warrant ro Gow 
ain tv God, when we worſhip him : and if kzcel- 
ing be bowing down, and this Sacrament be a part 
of worſhip , we have plain warrant to Kzee! at the Sa- 


Will you ſay that kneeling is a fir prſiwre Oniy when 
we pray? this may well be queſtion'd ; yet, let it be 
heeded, there is prayer uſed, when you receive the 
Sacrament : the Minifter prays openly, that the body and 
blood of Chriſt may preſerve thy budy and ſoul 10 ever- 
laſting life, white be gives it ; and certainly, every wor- 
thy receiver, prays for the grace, while he receives the 


However, what reaſon can ſpite it ſelf offer, why we 
may not lawfully and laudably receive kneeling ; the 
ſarye grace , we ask kneeling > and * oive thanks, as 
well as beg upon our knees; they borh being parts of 
that one ordinance, vis Prayer; where in, all acknow- 
e, it is fitteſt, if we may with conveniency, 


But why do Icreateſcraples ? the only one, of the old 
puritins, and Prebyrerians, m this point, was; lealt 
they front, 'or ar leaft ſhould ſeem, to worſh 
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Hoſt. You know,this was the firength of the 0bjedtion > 
but is not this zora/ly and perfeAly removed now > Can 
you imagine , that 4zy ove of the old Puritas, would 
mow refuſe to receive kneeling ? read their books, and 
udee Rigbteonſly. | 

- Has ron was complaint, that the Declaration of 
the reaſon, why kneeling is required in the Sacrament, 
was left out of the fo: mer Luurgies ; but it is now in- 
ſerted , and that complaint is anſwered, We are aflu- 
red, by the Churches publick a which is alſo taken 
into the body of our Law, and joyned to this wery effice 
of the Sacrament, that ſuch 1delatry, as kneeling to the 
- elements, is not in the leaſt intended, but abominated 
and ebhorr'd ; and that in ſo plain and dire terms, 
as have left no place for Scruple gr Cavil, 

Now, ask your ſelves, is not+zeeling a very humble 
and fit geſtwe for us, in Gods preſence, eſpecially when 
we pray to him > do not we pray, even while we receive 
the Sacrament ? do not we exſ{pect to receive a bleſſing 
from that Majeſty, ro whom we pray, kneeling ? is nor 
the Exchariſt a Thankſgiving, and that, a part of Pray- 
er, Which is fitly performed, Kneel.vg ? however; is 
tt not a lawful geſture, and required of us by Jawful 
authority ? and have not theſe very Powers, that require © 
kneeling , taken away all fear of 1d»latry and Bread 
Worſhip's, have we therefore any ſhadew* left us > or 
any ex:aſe ? ſhall we any longer neglet fo great a 
duty > or dare we ſay, we may not, or we fear we 
may not receive it, Kneeling, | | 

2. Butthe. Goliab is at hand : the ewely objetFton, fo: 
far as I can learn, is now taken from' the Worſhippers, 
tis complain'd,,, Diſcipline is NegleFed; the Feſone 

\ and: 
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and Scazdalous are admitted tothe Sacrament : and thus + 


the Church is Corrnpted. 


Anſ. Were all this admitted, yet, we may therefore, 


ſeparate, is no good Conſequence in. your own Logick : 
but give me leave a little, | 
Was not the Charch of the Fews, that Crucified 
their Lord as Corrupt as ours, eſpecially in the Rulers of 
it > Yer Chriſt himſelf held. fellowſhip with them, and 
was a Minifter of the Circumciſion, he ditedts their Hy- 
pocriſie, and cruelty, yea their leaven of falſe DofFrine 
and Superſtitions vanities; but never perſwades to 


| ſeparation ( only from their ſizs, not) from the Wor- 


ſhip of God among them. The Church of Corinth, 
though exceedingly Corrapr, partly in DodFrine ; many 


_ (ar leaſt) queſtioning. the ReſurretFion : partly in diſci- 
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pline ;, not caſting out that wicked perſon ; but chiefly, | 


in Manners, Diviſions and. Diſorders in Gods worſhip, 
theſe things the Apoſtle obſerved; particularly wrote 
againſt, Yea the point of ſeparation came in his way 
(2 Cor, 6,ult,) and he calls upon them to come out from 
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Jdolaters and ſeparate from them but not a word of | 


ſeparation from ſo wicked a Church ; he ſharply re- 
proves their profaneneſs, ſeverely exhorts every one to 


his d#19 ; but gives leave to #one to ſeparate. 


Indeed, he chargeth them 29: t7 Company with 
the mgre ajops with ſuch a one n0 not t0- eat; and 
perhaps this eating, may be ſtretched to fignifie 
eating at the Sacrament : but on whom doth he lay 
this charge: and how is it to be obſerved > he doth 
not call to a few of the beſt and pereft, and adviſe them 


the whoſe Church, and dire&s them, how to avoid 


that } 


> 
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to forſake ſo. wicked an aſſembly ; bur he ſpeaks to 
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to. complain, Certainly , endeavours of reformation 
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that wickedcompany : by caſting them out of the Church, 
| and delivering them to Satan. If any, that is called 4 


brother be a fornicator , &c, with ſuch a one no not 10 


et; yejudge thoſe that are within : Therefore put away uit, v. 


from you that wicked perſon, * Tis not, therefore ſeparate 


: fromthe Congregation no moral wickedneſs, can juſtifie 


ths, This were to throw away all means of reforn» ation, 
and by our 4iviſions, to ler all 74r to rnine and deſtru- 
Aion : bur therefore, put away from among you z every 
one doing bu part, in his place, for the purging the 
Church of corruption, and cafting out of the Scandalows, 
if they will not reform. EL, 
You know, this is the 9nly courſe allowed by Ged,; all 
other wayes of reforming are tricks of our own devi- 
ſing 3. and hitherto, the ſucceſs hath been anſwerable : 
the fooliſhneſs if God & wiſer than men, "= 
But ſeeing we are ſo zevr it, let me be plain with 
you ; and put it home upon your Coxſcignce : if our 
Churchbe ſo very corrupt, and diſcipline be not exe- 
cated, pray where lies the fault > do not you know, that 
you muſt firſt tell your brother of his fault (if nor a pab- 
lick ſcandal) The you do not. * However, you know 
the Officers muſt proceed, Srcunaum allegata & pro- 
bata, upon complaint and evidence ; you, if you know 
ſuch perſons in the Congregation , you muſt zell the 
Church. This you do nor, Fudge your ſelves; cenſure 
not others, the ſin ies at your ow# door, not altogether 
at the Churches, or your Minifters, Do bur your duty 
faithfully, and who knows but the Church may be re- 
formed ? however , that it is not, is firſt; your fault, 
and till you have done your duty , you have left cauſe 


in 
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in your place; is yozy duty ; but ſeparation a complica- 
ted ftw, | 

Thus, you have found a way to forſake your d*ry in 
te Communion of the Church, and-to have fellow- 
(bi withir, ox4y in as fm, You your ſclves connive at 
wickedneſs, and then charge your Xiziſter and the 
Chxrch with your own crime, and give-occalion to your 
felvesto take offence and be gone. Is this: fair or equal 


dealing > is the complaine reaſonable > or the ground _ 


of ſepara-ion ſound and follid > yea, you know the 
contrary, and 1 would believe you are «ſhamed of it, 
You know, though they do nor their duty , you muſt 
not omit yours: you' know ('tis yonr own rule and” 
light) that if you are prepar'd your ſelves, you do not 
communicate with the wickedneſs of. anwerthy recei- 
vers: you know, if you have done your part , the Go- 
vernmrs mult anſwer for corruption in diſcipline : You 
know, that corruption in manners cannct juſlific a ſepa * 
ratirp, or arefulalto joyn withthe- Church in «wy Or- 
dinanceof God. You know , that ſuch refuſal or ſepa+ 
ration is ſinful, is ſchiſmazical : this you know, all this is 
according to your,own principle, 

Give me kaveto redxce the Argument, and I have : 
done with ir, $c<1ſrae is a forſaking of the Communion: | 
of. the Church, without j»f gronnd. This you ac- 
knowledge. :. | 

To refuſe to receive the Sacrament , becauſe of the- 
wickedneſs of the Members of the. Church, is to for- 
ſake the Communion. of the Church wichoue j»# 
groznd, This alſo you acknowledge. 'Tis indeed, no- 
juſt ground in the Scr!/prore or the Judgmem of the 
Charsh inany age before us: orinthe opinionof the old: 
| Non- 
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Non-conformiſts, or the late Preſbyterians, for which 
I appeal toall their own Books, and leave you toremem- 
ber the many years Sermons heretofore out of this very 
ple, roconfirmiir. 

Now what remains ? but , if you continue to refuſe 
to receive the Comminion with us upon 1h# g-0und, 
becauſe our Church is Corrupt, according to the Scrt- 
prure, Antiquity, the Judgmentof your Brethren,and 
your own prexciples, you rhus continue in ſi, and'tn'the 
tin of Sch:ſme, which God forbid, 

 Remewbiy therefore how 10u have received, and heard, ,,,. . 
and holdfaſt ; and repent of your folly and caſincſs to 
contradict your principles with your pratfire ; not con- 
fidering you did {o-: be nor. ſtil]-beguiled to ſoſtrong: a 
courſe of kerping with a party, by leaving and going. 
from its Dodtrine , or of keeping. your Co+{rieme, by 
violating its Laws, To conclude, Mark helfotich cauſe 
theſe Diviſions, Schiſms , and Offences, contrary to the 
Dodtrine you have received, and. avoid them as Fire- 
Brands ; and ſcorn their Temptation, eſpecially if any 
would perſwade youto neglect. a duty upon ſuch Argu- 
ments, as you have cauſe to believe, they do nor believe 
themſelves ; becauſe they have ranght youthe contrary, 
and never taught you otherwiſe. 

Though, truly, would you be perſwaded-to commu- 
Picare with us, you would be ealily convinced, that 
there is 209 little ground of your ſcruple : for generally, 
thoſe that are really profane, ſave us-the labour , beings 
profane iz this alſo, that they deſpiſe or wegle&# the 54+ 
crament, and {o far excommunicate themſelves, How- 
ever, | 

L muſt not forget to cavrion ſome of you , who, 

D2 haply, 
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haply, think to evade all, by ſaying you do mot deſpiſe he 


Ordinance, or xezle#t it ; for though you do not receive | 


with us, in; Publrque, yet you do reccive in private z 


for conſult your own principles and this will not ſerve 


Joxr turn; nor to be plain, excuſe you from Schiſm. 
* If you count it nothing to d:ſhearten your Miniſter, 
and to break the Laws both of Church and State z yer 
ask your own hearts why you refuſe to Communicate 
Publickly > VWhether it be not, to avoid Communion 
with a wicked gezeration > ANk again it fo , whether 
this be not a Schiſmatical ſeparation , unjuſtifiable by 
your ews principles, as hath been ſaid. | 

Indeed, the ot having Actual fellowſhip with every 
particular Congregation, ( which is morally impoſſible) 
15. not Schiſm; but doubtleſs ro Refuſe Communion 
with any particular Church, on-ſuch a ground, is Schiſm 
in it ſelf and your own Doctrine, Let me, once again, 
reaſon with you : will you yer, rather, then break bread 
with it, will you rend and break the Church in pieces ? 
rather, then have Communion with the body of Uhriſt 
will.ye divide and tear it > When your mizd is fatil- 
fied, if you bearken to it, that-it is ſn in you; and ſo 
great @ {in to do ſo, as the pleaſing. of your ſelves or 
others, can never Compenſate. | 

Moreover, 1 hope you will not miſtake me, if out of 
my tender affeftion to you,- I deſire. you ſeriouſly, to 
wetzh with your ſelves , what comfort will ſuffering af- 
ford you, if the cauſe be ſin and Schiſm, and your own 
Hearts conſpire with the Laws to: Judge and condemn 
you-3 or, to uſe the Apoſfiles Words , if the ſentence 


of rejet#ion ſhould paſs againſt you , as ſuch, as being 


ſubverted and ſinning, are you not ſelf-judged and ſelf- 
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Aſtly, would you be perſwaded to Comply with this 
, duty, how greatly would you Advantage, both your 


ſelves and your.Generation? and is not th# conſiderable 


with prudent perſons ? Certainly it is, _ 
+ I need not preſent you with Argaments of your own 
intereſt and advantage ; they are always with you : 
your peace, your grace, your Spiritual and Temporal 
comfort, very much depend on this Ordinance and your 
worthy receiving of it : ſhall I adde, your Eſtates, the 
good of your families, yea the intereſt of that which 
you call your party, are herein concerned, Conſider 
the Laws, and the extent of them, 

Whar is the plex of your Adverſaries, but that , your 
general refuſing, throughout the land; ro Communicace 
with us, looks like a Conſpiracy , and a dangerous ſign 


of your reſerving a body to confront ( if occaſion invites) | 


beth the King and the Church ? and how can this be 
ſo well anſwered, as by your thorough - embodying 


| with us, and ſealing the uz'ty, openly, in the Lords 
| Sapper, | 


What is the Hope of our Common Enemies, but our 
fad diviſiens among our ſelves, and which way. can we 
fraftrate them, but by our Communion ?o_ "£/” © — + 

What is the ground of all our fears ? the means of 


continuing our diſtratFions ar bome ?. the Confidence of 


Neighbour Nations, that have War with us, bur this 


| one thing, our differences and jealoulies among our 
ſelves, kept up by our diſtance in the Worſhip of God > 
you . 


29 
' condemned ? or what have youto anſwer for your ſelvesTit 3. 10. 


thar you ſhould not anſwer the Laws > I provoke not 
the Law, I would fain provoke you to your duty, © 
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yaware wery-mear us: take bur this ep farther + And 


evidence. your Friendſbip, by your Fellowſhip with 


us, inthe Supperof the, Lord; and allcheſe Black Clouds 
are gone. Fo | 

What elſe. remains ( in. Qutward appearance) to | 
make us: quiet and happy to cſtabliſh a Flouriſhing | 


Church and State, an Obje& of Envy, bur a- | 


bovethe Malice , of all the: Nations round abour us > | 
I ſpeak unto. Wiſe men, Fudge ye what I ſay, and the | 


Lora give you underſtanding in all things. 


